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Estherville Area Chamber of Commerce
Tourism Grant Application and Guidelines
The purpose of the Tourism Grant is to increase opportunities for events and activities which bring people to the Estherville community throughout the year.  The grant is intended to help cover costs for local events and activities that encourage tourism and meeting/convention visitor arrivals in the area. Grant money provided by Estherville lodging tax dollars. 
Grant policies and procedures:
· Applications will be accepted throughout the year, however grant funds will be available on a first come first serve basis until grant funds are exhausted.  There is approximately $5,000 available for grant disbursement amongst all recipients this year. 
· Applications must be submitted to the Estherville Area Chamber of Commerce at least 60 days prior to event to allow time for application review.  Applications will be reviewed and approved based upon the quality of the project and benefit to the community. 
· Applicants must provide a minimum 25% match. Match can be in-kind or cash. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cost reimbursements:  After approval and completion of the event and promotion (but within 45 days of event), applicants must provide a copy of the completed material and receipts.  Grants will be reimbursed to the applicant after expenses have been incurred. (Some exceptions allowed but must be pre-approved by Board)
· Each year only 50% of grant funds can be distributed to repeat projects. 
· The Estherville Area Chamber of Commerce Tourism Grant must be listed as a sponsor, if sponsors are listed.  
Example Acceptable Expenses: (Examples – grant is not limited to these items) 
1. Promotional Items – brochures, pamphlets, invitations, postage, event schedules
2. Insurance costs
3. Venue fees – must be in Estherville
4. Speaker or Entertainer fees – hotel room, travel or booking fees
5. Infrastructure
Please complete as fully as possible:
Organization Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Organization Representative:  ____________________________________________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________  Email:  _____________________________________


Event Title:  ____________________________________________________________________
Further Description  ________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Project start date:  ____________________________  Project completion date:  __________________________
Total event budget:  ________________________________
Grant amount requested:  ____________________________________
Please list for which expenses and in what amounts grant funds will be used: __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Projected attendance for event:  _______________________________
Projected overnight stays in hotels for event:  _____________________________
How does this event promote and encourage tourism/convention business in the area?


Will people stay in Estherville hotels as a result of your event?  If this is a continuing event, please try to provide historical detail of overnight stays.  What are you doing to promote staying at the hotels in Estherville?




Describe how these funds will be used. What is your need and other sources of funding? 




1

image1.jpg
"d ESTHERVILLE

é@é AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE





